Passing of Color Volume


Jacquard was born in 1937 in Lansing, Michigan. He is married and has four children. The Jacquard family’s acres of land are spotted with 14 of Jerald Jacquard’s sculptures, ranging in size from 15 to 22 feet. He studied sculpture at M.S.U., receiving a B.A. and M.A. degrees. He studied bronze casting in Florence, Italy. In 1966 Jacquard moved to Chicago and built their sculpture department. While in Chicago he pioneered the concept of large outdoor sculpture in the contemporary urban environment.  He is primarily thought of as a creator of monumental sculpture. Over the years, he has received five major fellowships for travel and development of artistic ideas. In the last 15 years, he has had 15 major one man exhibitions and outdoor museum shows. He has been called upon many times to create, plan, and build new programs and facilities. He is known for his innovative thinking, planning and implementation of new directions .He believes that creative people have many ideas and experiences to share with others.
 
He believes the microscope to be the most important tool man has invented. He thinks of his sculpture as having inner volume, as being alive and in a process of growth. He also believes that an artist is an inventor of inanimate objects with the prime mover of esthetic ideas that educate men’s minds. Sculpture is a three-dimensional idea that all men can learn something from. It is a living molecular structure formed by man which interest his esthetic being and would not exist without him said Jacquard.” A piece of sculpture will soon be forgotten, but the idea of the sculpture should reveal the past, question the present and change the future. He finds ideas to produce art works and to produce ideas which make man happy. Jacquard has said” the presence of big things interest me…the aesthetic does not just exist within the environment but reciprocates the environment. In the artist’s own words; art deals with the movement of the volumes and the hovering of energy.

Located at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts an Jerald Jacquard’s” Passing of Colored Volume 1968 is mounted. The sculpture is composed of large but simple volumes whose smooth surface planes are painted a luscious red. A sense of growth and energy passes through the connected volumes which reach out in several directions. He is known as a sculptor. He was written about in 2014 in Who’s Who in American Art. Passing of Color Vol. is large in a geometric form which are articulated into balanced and harmonious composition that keeps the eye moving from surface to surface. It presents a continuously altering aspect from surface to surface which presents a continuously altering aspect as the viewer moves around it. In spite of the large imposing volumes there is a concentration on the plane, the surfaces that define the volume, that is reinforced by the uniform glossy coating of paint. The bright red paint also calls attention to the simplicity of the forms smoothing cooling the art piece and making it precise and impersonal. The impersonality is interesting because it distances the viewer causing one to stand back and look rather than inviting one to come up to be admired from a distance. He said that the surface of this sculpture is the inner volume which is generally not visible and which is the true substance of an object. The idea of the inner volume being alive and in a process of growth fascinates me, he said. The title of this piece reflects that idea. His volumes create concrete manifestations of an idea. This was very important to Jacquard. He sees the sculpture as a living molecular structure. He also paints and has drawings. He loves color. His daughter, Nicole, is a metalsmith. She has traveled and studied in Australia. 


Jerald Jacquard inspiration comes from classicism into contemporary forms, while exploiting new techniques to arrive at art that is definitely Jacquardian. He was a post-modernist. He expands the boundaries of sculptural form by forming outer surfaces. Jacquard has art work of artistic forms with geometric corners, organic curves, and projections and holes. “I want people to use their imagination to learn and enjoy what I have created for them,” states Jacquard. 
